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Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 
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I I) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12)D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)D All b)D Some * c)D None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 



Attachment(s) 

1) [3 Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 4) Interview Summary (PTO-413) 

2) □ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) PaP er No(s)/Mail Date. . 

3) M Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449 or PTO/SB/08) 5) □ Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-1 52) 

Paper No(s)/Mail Date 11/25/03 . 6) □ Other: . 



U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 
PTOL-326 (Rev. 1-04) 



Office Action Summary 



Part of Paper No./Mail Date 04272005 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/721 ,81 4 Page 2 

Art Unit: 3723 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-2 and 6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Abita et al. 

Abita et al shows a reconfigurable pallet having a pallet base 2, tracks 4,6, and a 
plurality of modular stanchions 10,11 having a support element. 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 3-5, 10-14, 18-21, and 25-28 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Abita et al in view of Soderberg et al. 

Soderberg et al teaches that a support element may be moveable along the z- 
axis to adjust the height of the support element. Soderberg et al uses a fluid cylinder 
to raise the height of the support element. 

To employ a fluid cylinder to raise the height of the Abita et al support element 
would have been obvious for one skilled in the art at the time the invention was made in 
view of the disclosure of Soderberg et al. One of ordinary skill in the art would have 
been motivated to do this in order to provide a convenient means to position the 
support element in contact with a workpiece having a varying contour. The type of 
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fluid employed whether hydraulic or pneumatic is no more than an obvious matter of 
design choice absent a showing of criticality for this feature. The examiner takes 
official notice that fluid pressure is obviously supplied by means of a fluid pump. 
Further, Soderberg et al teaches that "machine tools" operate on the workpiece held on 
the support element. This is interpreted to mean that a plurality of operation stages 
operate on the workpiece held on the support element. To operate on the work held on 
the Abita et al fixture by operation stages would have been obvious for one skilled in the 
art at the time the invention was made in view of the disclosure of Soderberg et al. 
One of ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated to do this in order to perform 
multiple operations on the workpiece as desired. 

Claim 7 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Abita et al 
in view of Fredrickson. 

Fredreickson teaches that a screw drive may be used to induce linear motion of a 
stanchion 44 along a track. 

To provide in Albita et al a screw drive to induce linear motion of the stanchion 
would have been obvious for one skilled in the art at the time the invention was made in 
view of the disclosure of Fredrickson. One of ordinary skill in the art would have been 
motivated to do this in order to provide a convenient means to move the stanchion 
linearly along the base into a desired position. 

Claim 8 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Albita et 
al in view of Follmeyer. 
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Follmeyer teaches that a pallet may be circular and have radially directed tracks 
that extend from the center of the pallet. 

To make the pallets of Albita et al circular and have radially directed tracks that 
extend from the center of the pallet would have been obvious for one skilled in the art at 
the time the invention was made in view of the disclosure of Follmeyer. One of 
ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated to do this for situations where radial 
indexing of the pallet is more desirable than x-y indexing of the pallet. 

Claim 9 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Albita et 
al and Follermeyer supra and further in view of Varnau. 

Varnau teaches that a circular pallet may be rotated. 

To rotate the pallet of Albita et al in view of Follermeyer supra would have been 
obvious for one skilled in the art at the time the invention was made in view of the 
disclosure of Varnau. One of ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated to do 
this in order to index the pallet to the desired radial position for the required operation 
stage machining. 

Claims 1 5, 22, and 29 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being 
unpatentable over Albita et al in view of Soderberg et al supra and further in view of 
Fredrickson. 

Fredreickson teaches that a screw drive may be used to induce linear motion of a 
stanchion 44 along a track. 

To provide in Albita et al in view of Soderberg et al supra a screw drive to induce 
linear motion of the stanchion would have been obvious for one skilled in the art at the 
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time the invention was made in view of the disclosure of Fredrickson. One of ordinary 
skill in the art would have been motivated to do this in order to provide a convenient 
means to move the stanchion linearly along the base into a desired position. 

Claims 16, 23, and 30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Albita in view of Soderberg et al supra and further in view of 
Follmeyer. 

Follmeyer teaches that a pallet may be circular and have radially directed tracks 
that extend from the center of the pallet. 

To make the pallets of Albita et al in view of Soderberg supra circular and have 
radially directed tracks that extend from the center of the pallet would have been 
obvious for one skilled in the art at the time the invention was made in view of the 
disclosure of Follmeyer. One of ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated to 
do this for situations where radial indexing of the pallet is more desirable than x-y 
indexing of the pallet. 

Claims 17, 24, and 31 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Albita et al in view of Soderberg et al and further in view of Varnau. 
Varnau teaches that a circular pallet may be rotated. 

To rotate the pallet of Albita et al in view of Soderberg et al supra in view of 
Follermeyer supra would have been obvious for one skilled in the art at the time the 
invention was made in view of the disclosure of Varnau. One of ordinary skill in the art 
would have been motivated to do this in order to index the pallet to the desired radial 
position for the required operation stage machining. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Robert C. Watson whose telephone number is 703 308- 
1747. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon. - Thurs. , 5:30am - 4:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Joseph J. Hail III can be reached on 703 308-2687. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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